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About the Work

When Ola first approached me about a text for this piece we discussed several premises, including
beginning with the last line of a previous collaboration, Tundra. The line, “Across the vast, eternal sky,”
was the starting point of a discussion which eventually came around to the idea of a phoenix, a twist on
the theme of rebirth (and the subject of other collaborations with Ola). The legend of the firebird offered
creative opportunities to explore the themes of spiritual growth and renewal.

It is interesting how a piece of music takes shape, especially one which is the product of dynamic
collaboration. Ola shared with me some early musical material with which he was already experimenting,
and | began to write a lyric to match what he had given me. The current opening words and subsequent
reprise were originally the bridge section of a slightly larger work of five different stanzas to match three
distinct melodic themes. Later, the musical material containing the first two stanzas were cut from the
final version - this shaping and reshaping of a work is an exciting and vital part of the collaborative
process. Perhaps, like the phoenix, that lost material will be reborn as part of another work.

- Charles Anthony Silvestri

To hear a full-length recording of Across the Vast, Eternal Sky, visit the Walton Music website at
www.waltonmusic.com.
Duration: approx. 4:10

A complete list of Ola Gjeilo’s choral works may be found at http://waltonmusic.com/OlaGjeilo/songlist/pdf

About the Composer

Ola Gjeilo (pronounced Yay-lo) was born in Norway in 1978, and

moved to New York in 2001 to begin his composition studies at

the Juilliard School, from which he graduated with a Master’s

Degree in '06, after two years at the Royal College of Music in
“London.

Many of his works published by Walton Music are featured on
Phoenix Chorale/Charles Bruffy’s CD on the Chandos label,
Northern Lights (2012), which is devoted entirely to Ola Gjeilo’s
music for choir.

Ola especially enjoys writing music for choir, orchestra/
symphonic winds, and the piano, while as a pianist, his main
passion is improvisation, either solo or over his own ensemblé
works. His crossover solo piano albums on the 2L label, Stone
Rose (2007) and Piano Improvisations (2012) are available
at iTunes. Presently a full-time composer based in the United
States, Ola is also very interested in film, and much of his music
draws inspiration from movies and cinematic music.

For more information, please visit www.olagjeilo.com

Walton Music Corporation Gunilla Luboff, Publisher
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